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THR COMPTROLLRR ORNERAL 
DECISION O F  T H R  U N I T R D  I T A T E 8  

W A S H I N G T O N ,  0 .  C .  2 0 5 4 6  

FILE: 8-220874 DATE: October 31, 1985 

MATTER OF: G a r r i s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Co., I n c .  

OIOEST: 

1. protest o f  a c o n t r a c t  award t o  a f o r e i g n  
c o n t r a c t o r  t o  p e r f o r m  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
Unites S ta t e s  is dismissed S i n c e  t h e  award 
v i o l a t e d  n o  federal  law o r  r e g u l a t i o n .  

2. The G e n e r a l  A c c o u n t i n g  O f f i c e  w i l l  n o t  c o n s i d e r  
a n  a l l e g a t i o n  t h a t  impl ies  a l i e n  w o r k e r s  w i l l  
be i l l e g a l l y  employed  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  
p e r f o r m  a g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t  s i n c e  t h i s  is a 
matter u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
of J u s t i c e ,  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  
S e r v i c e ,  n o t  t h e  GAO. 

G a r r i s o n  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o . ,  I n c .  protests  t h e  award 
of a c o n t r a c t  by t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of t h e  Hrniy t o  p r o v i d e  
services for  a p o s t - o v e r h a u l  check o f  a f l o a t i n g  power 
b a r g e  to  C n i n a s e a c o  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  D e v e l o p e r s ,  L t a . ,  
M a n i l a ,  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  u n d e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  proposals (RFP)  
N o .  DACW17-85-R-0014. G a r r i s o n  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  C h i n a s e a c o  
is a f o r e i g n  c o n t r a c t o r  a n d  m i g h t  employ  f o r e i g n  workers 
o n  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  t o  oe p e r f o r m e a  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
States .  

W e  d i smiss  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

'vue are n o t  aware of a n y  f e a e r a l  law or r e g u l a t i o n  
t h a t  p r e v e n t s  a f o r e i g n  f i r m  from c o m p e t i n g  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  
service c o n t r a c t s .  The g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p o l i c y  w i t h  r e g a r d  
to f o r e i g n  b idders  a n a  offerors is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Buy Amer ican  A c t ,  
41 U.S.C. ss 1 0 ( a )  a n a  (b) ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  w h i c h  m e r e l y  seek t o  
e q u a l i z e  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a d v a n t a g e  t h a t  a f o r e i g n  f i r m  
m i g h t  have f o r  s u p p l y  o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t r a c t s .  Dawson 
C o n s t r u c t i o n  Co., I n c . ,  B-214070, Feb. 8,  1 9 8 4 ,  84-1 CPD 
11 160. 
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To tne extent the protester id complaining that alien 
workers may be employed illegally in the United States in 
the performance ot this contract, we point out that this 
is a matter under the jurisaiction of the Department ot 
Justice, Immigration ana Naturalization Service, not the 
General Accounting Off ice . 

The protest is dismissed. 

Ronald Berger 
Deputy kssocia 
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